Rcvcrcnd Gradcn Joim Grobc

Sunrise ScPtcmber 12,1921

5unset Januarg 21,2020 (age 98)



Obituary
The Reverend (Graden Jo}m (arobe; A Triend Who Walked and Ta”«ad with (God

(araden’s ]:amilg Motto: ”Only one life 4will soon be past, orxlg what's done for (Christ will
last.” !:)9 CT Studd

Graden was a friend to the lost) the homeless, the c!isemcranchiscd, the hoPe]ess, the
sugering, the lonelg, the imPoveriSEec{, the disablec{, the incarcerated, the condemned.

(araden’s life mission was to bring comPassion to all those who suffer.

(Graden John (arobe, age 98, Passec{ away on Januarg 21,2020 at the Benec{ictine
Health (Centerin Duluth, Minnesota. [1e was born in Watcr]oo, lowa to William Joscph
Grobc and Bonney Beal Grobe on Scptember 12,1921. Graduating from Duluth
Central f’“}igh 5&1001 in193%9, Macales‘cer Co”cge in 1944 (a Fresbgtcrian sc}‘:ooD, and
Princeton Theo]ogical Seminarg in 1946, he was ordained at Duluth's [Tirst Fresbgterian
Churchin i 946Joining his older brother Bi” in the Fresbgterian ministry.

Graden's Public service sPanned more than 77 years. As a bog he lived with his Family onsite
at the Duluth Bethcl Societg Gospcl Mission on Mesaba Avenue in Duluth where his

Fathcr, Wi”iam, was the mission suPerintcndent.

During (Graden’s 3outh, [irst Fresbgterian (hurchwas a c!gnamic sPiritual power house - a
nationa”g recognized church community that excelled in nurturing, training and mentoring
future Cl'wristian leaders. The BCH’)CI Mission was founded bﬂ the [First Fresbgterian
congregation as a missionary outreach to seamen and ]umbejacks. (Graden, his big brother
Bi”, and little sister Donella were raised in the Gospel Mission while being dailg groomed n
the lincagc of the [Tirst Fresbgterian (Church to be “Christian Soldiers of the (ross”.
They followed in the evangclical, ministerial FootstcPs of their father William, a la9 pastor
and their granchcather who started (German sPcaking churches in the late 1800’s in Jowa and
the [Dakotas. Their mother Bormeg taught C!’H]d Evangelism classes using object lessons
and flannel graphs to illustrate Bible stories to children. She also mentored future spiritual
leaders who went on to dcveloP innovative sPirit filled movements in Duluth and throughout

the world.



In 1953 (Graden was appointed [~ xecutive Director of the Duluth Pethel Society where
he served alongside his father. T hey continued T he Pethels long affiliation with the
International ( Jnion of Gospcl Missions. (Graden’s faithful 19 years of service as

[” xecutive Director brought T he Bethel Mission into a more contemporary spiritua!
ministry. [ rom the mission’s inception in the late 19th century, the gospe] was shared
through the Duluth Pethel Society’s legacy of community service programs. [Jundreds of
thousands of meals and sleeping accommodations were provided to homeless and destitute

men

(Graden continued this decades~long Public service street ministry to Duluth’s lost and
Forgotten men while advancing the Pethel SOcictg’s ministry to women thoug}‘x The
Womcn’s f"lome at f’“]i”crest House. T}‘ICFC) unwed mothers were suPPortcc{ during
pregnancy. The Women’s [ {ome also Providcd a nursery for the care of disabled infants.
Other Bethel programs facilitated bg (Graden included the Bethel Sundag School,
serving a large community ofigouth from Preschool to high school each 5unc]a9 at 3pm.
Betlﬁel Camp was a summer highlight with its weckJong camPing tradition bcgun in the
1920’s for Duluth’s low income 9outh. The camp was free to all who memorized an entire
sing]e~spaced ]cgal sized sheet of Biblc Verses. [ 1 959 (Graden guidccl the establishment
of the Bethel’s | ake Venoah [Farm located near (arlton, Minnesota Providing innovative

retreat for alcoholic sobriet}j and recovery.

During his life (Graden Pastorcd five churches. T he first at age nineteen was at Randall
Frcsbgterian C!’IUFC!’), in Rancla”, Minnesota as a Macalester Co”ege freshman. e then
served Mount Airg Fresbﬂterian Church, in Mount Airg, New Jerseg while a Frincetom
Semir\arg student. [Je was then called to the [Tirst Fresbyterian Church, in Alta, |owa
followed }33 Sib]cg Fresbgterian Church in Siblcg, Jowa. Most recent]g he served the [ike

| ake Fresbgtcrian Church in Duluth, Minnesota which he helped establish and later
pastor. (Graden also chaired the selection committee for the Fresbgtery of Northern

\Waters and Provided interdenominational Pulpit supplg at regional churches for 60 years.
Gradcn was the founder and chaplain at the Agape Housc of f“lope which for 5% years
has Provided ComP]imcntary 1odging to families visiting inmates at Thc Duluth [Federal



Prison CamP. e served as a Duluth [Tederal Prison Camp Chaplain for25 years and
was a dedicated Du]uth KRotarian fors0 years.

A]though not a member) Graden was a strong suPPorter and earlfj catalgst in the
introduction and clevelopment of the Alcoholics Anongmous movement in Du!uth. As a
Reverend and Chaplain, (5raden Providec{ “ifth StePs” to AA members for over 50

3ears.

]n 1965 at the Lorin Whi‘mcg Recorc{ing Studio, Glendalc, Calhcomia (Graden recorded
two vocal albums with his wife Bett9 at the Piano a]ong with renowned organist | orin
Whi’meg at the PiPe organ: “To M9 riends”, and <] o Mg Mriends ... Songs of
C}‘:ristmas”. ]n 1970 he returned to the studio to record a third album: “To M9 [riends ...
More [Tavorites”.

Throughout his ministry (sraden’s bass vocals and Bettg’s insPired Piano accomPaniment
blessed regiona] wedc{ings, Funerals) and senior-care homes with their musical ministry.
(sraden’s Familg was central to his sense of purpose. [t was his delight to integrate his Family
into the arch of his ministry in a most unic]ue way. (_hristian service was his life and therefore
it was his Familg’s life as well. ]ronica”g this way of ]iving Providcd exccptiona! oPPortunitg

but also reciuire& Personal sacrifice.

At UMD (araden established one of the first chapters of lntewarsitg (hristian
Fe”owship in the nation. | he Universitg of Minnesota Duluth was then known as the

Duluth T eachers Co”cgc, There, (sraden met his life partner, the talented Pianist Betty
Jo}mson. (raden was also a co-founder of Du]ut!ﬁ’s WWJC C!'wristian Radio Station.

]nspirad in the 970’s bg T he Jesus [House™ on |~ ast [Tourth Street, (sraden and his
mother, Bonncg, hclpcd seed a street ministry which later became Duluth’s \/incgard
Church. In addition, he served on numerous communit9 boards including UDAC (a
communit9 support program forthe dcvelopmcnta”g disabled), MF&L’S Communit9
Advisory Board, Tl’me Agape [House of Hope Board, Duluth’s Habitat for Humanitg
Board and The ]nternational Association of Gospe] Mission Boar& among other

Communitg organizations.



(Graden was the reciPient of many awards, retiring from active commum’tg service atage 92
when he moved to The Advent Christian \/i”age n Dowling FPark, [Tlorida. T here he
enjoged four years of Christian Fellowship as well as daily walks and talks with (God, family,
and friends as he strolled along [Florida’s Suwannee River.

Graden was Precedec{ in death bg his Parents Wi”iam Joseph Grobe (lay Pastor} and
Bonneg Bea] erobc, as well as his wife of 68 years, Bettg Jol‘mson Grobe, his brother
The Reverend Wi”iam Grobe, his sister Tlﬁc Reverend Done”a Grobe Siktberg, and
sister-in-law | _ois []. Johnson.

(Graden is survived bg his three children: John (araden (Grobe of Silver Bag, Minnesota;
Bét]ﬁ C]robc Magomo”a of 5olon SPrings, Wisconsin; and Bonneg Faitlﬁ Esbcnsen of
Maui, f’“}awaii as well as Fourgrandc]ﬁilc}ren: Nikola and ™ stee-Maria Figuet, Malaika and
Makeela Magomo”a.

Other surviving relatives include his niece and nephews: BI” (arobe of St ] ouis Park,
Minnesota; Bob (arobe of (Chaska, Minnesota; Nathan Siktberg of Poston,
Massachusetts; [ Dan Siktberg of | owell, Massachusetts; and Linc{a~56th Johnson Riggs
of [Houston, | exas. Also surviving (Graden is his Iong~time friend and advocate John
Munter of Warba, Minnesota and son-in-law ]mmanucli Magomo”a, of Du!uth, Minnesota.
Flease share your memories of (Graden with (Graden's Family. Online condolences, and

Photos may be sent to Sunrisef:uneralHomeandCemetery.com.

A memoriam to advance (sraden’s musical ministry may be sent bg USFS Posta] or by
email to | he Duluth Bethel:

Duluth Bethel, 2% Mesaba Ave, Duluth Minnesota, 55806 Attention: Dennis
Cummings

Website: www.DuluthBethel,org

Click the menu tab in upper left corner. ]n the droP down menu press donate.


http://www.duluthbethel.org/




In Loving Mcmorg



